Polyoma BK virus reactivation in kidney and pancreas-kidney recipients.
BK virus infection has become important factor affecting graft function in renal transplant recipients. One of the most important complication of BK infection is nephropathy in patients after renal transplantation. The aim of this study was to evaluate incidence of BK reactivation and nephropathy in our population of renal allograft recipients. One hundred twelve renal or pancreas-kidney allograft recipients were included for the 24 months follow-up. The incidence of BK nephropathy was 7.85% and viremia 27.96%. In the second study group there were 28 patients with graft function deterioration evaluated at the time of biopsy. In this group incidence of BK nephropathy was 7.1% and viral reactivation was diagnosed in 10.7% of patients. In our center, the incidence of BK nephropathy is the same as worldwide. The risk of BK virus replication is highest during first 15 months after the surgical procedure.